ISO                                        A   NEW  ACCOUNT

Next Day I went to visit him, and carried him a Present as customary.
In our Discourse he told me, that he had brought a very honest Man along
with him, who spake the Pottugueze Language, and that he must be my
Interpieter at Maccao, and buy all my Provisions spent in the Ship, and
on my Table ashore, and that he had also brought three Mei chants to
agree for my Cargo, all Men of Substance. I answered, as to the Buying
Provisions, I had no Occasion for any, and for making a Contract with
those Merchants, I had no Mind to it, because I designed to cairy my
Cargo to Canton in small Jonks, and when I arrived at Canton with my
Goods, and had enquired into the Market, it would be Time then to
make Bargains. He seemed to be angry that I was not directed by him,
and told me, that he had taken much Pains to serve me, but that I
slighted his Service. I answered, that being a Stranger, I might be allowed
to walk cautiously till I had informed myself of the current Prices of
Goods, and the King's Duties to be paid on them, but I should always
have a great Regard to his Friendship. He alledged that there was great
Danger in carrying .Goods between Maccao and Canton, because there were
many Pirate Vessels in the Way, belonging to Quansi, and that neither
the Emperor nor the Vice-roy could be accountable for what Robberies
might be committed by these Pirates. I replied, that I desired none to
answer for such Losses, but would be very glad to meet with those Scar-
crows, that I might have an Opportunity to make a Present of some of
them to the Vice-roy.

When he found that none of his Arguments prevailed, he gave Orders
to have my Goods put on board of small Jonks, and that I might put five
Men of my own in each Boat for a Guard, and ordered one of his Merchants
to accompany me in that which I went in, so that we were twenty five
Europeans well armed, in our little Fleet. We took the inland Passage,
which was the nearest, and sailed by several Islands on both Sides of us.
I kept in the headmost Jonk, and a good Officer in the sternmost; and
every Vessel we saw, they told us they were Pirates. I answered them,
I wanted to be near them, but I could not perswade them to steer towards
them.

After we had sailed about 18 Leagues from Maccao, we came to a small
City called Jansan. The Teytock or Governor sent me a Compliment, and
invited me ashore; but I excused myself, because the Wind was fair, and
I was in Haste to be at Canton. About 5 Leagues above Jansan, we entred
into a Canal cut thro' a large Plain of Cornfields, where we saw many
large fiat-bottom5d Boats built to breed Ducks, which they bring up for
Sale, and to weed the Rice Grounds for Hire. They have three or four